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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5








SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study





We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. You will say as the Psalmist





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)
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 Steve Tramell





The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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He had a hard time in Jerusalem until Barnabas befriended him (Acts 9:26-27).  New members are family, not strangers. If you are a newcomer, don’t be afraid to open up and find your place in the family.  Often, new members sort of sit back and wait for everyone else to come to them.  But it is really encouraging to me when new folks walk up and introduce themselves. 


      Finally, Toula’s family wanted Ian to be baptized into the Greek Orthodox church so they could have a proper Greek wedding. Ian willingly complied because he wanted to make Toula happy and he had no religious identity of his own.  Be that as it may, I found this scene very interesting considering the attitude of many religious people today regarding baptism.  You would think God was asking them to dip themselves in hot tar the way they try to avoid baptism.  They argue that baptism is not necessary for salvation.  Peter made it clear in 1 Peter 3:21 when he said “…baptism now saves you – not the removal of dirt from the flesh, but an appeal to God for a good conscience – through the resurrection of Jesus Christ”.   Ian did this because Toula asked him to and he loved her.  How different should it be for us when Jesus asks us to be baptized?  He told His disciples, “if you love Me, you will keep My commandments”. Jn. 14:15


     And as Toula’s father might point out, did you know that the word “baptize” comes from the Greek word baptizo, which means, “immerse”?  So - there you go!  May God help us to become the spiritual family He desires.


		Michael Burke








     The central issue addressed in Tucson by a high-level conference of "neuroscientists, philosophers, mathematicians, computer scientists, physicists, dream researchers, pharmacologists, doctors, ethnologists, physchologists, parapsychologists, scholars of religion and a variety of prophets" was the meaning of human consciousness, or "why do we have vividly felt experiences of the world?"  Why do human beings sense beauty in a sunset or the sound of music, experience intense emotional agony, and have flights of happiness and euphoria?  "Thus far," the article reported, "nothing in physics or chemistry or biology can explain these subjective feelings."


     This gathering of eminent "experts" came up with four conflicting answers.  Two I shall treat fairly casually; the other two possibilities are of some interest to Christians.


    Some experts accounted for the phenomenon of consciousness by saying, "it doesn't exist."  Well, that would explain it all right.  But if that is true, how did these "experts" know they were in Tucson?  And how do I know they were there?  And why am I getting irritated?  You have to be





and there is much that I can not know.  The Scriptures are filled with affirmations of the limits of human understanding, of the inadequacy of our "conceptual equipment" to comprehend the meaning of it all.  Like Job, we are all confronted with "things too wonderful for me, which I knew not" (Job 42:3).





The fourth answer proposed at the conference was that "there must be something else in the universe that we do not yet understand."  That is the logical imperative that arises from our lack of understanding.  To say that we do not understand is to state a truism.  The next logical step is to say that the wonder of it all compels me to believe that the universe has design, that the grandeur of nature is not a cosmic accident, and that "I", "consciousness," and "human perception" defy the explanations of conventional scientists.


     All of this leads us naturally to the Biblical story of a humanity magnified by having a consciousness and free will, abased by its capitulation to lust, trapped by its inability to escape, pitied by a God who cared for them, and given light and shown the divine meaning of the human drama by the Son of God.  


     The life and message of Jesus teach us of "something else out there" that will enlighten our acknowledged lack of understanding.


					





The Conscious Mind


By Ed Harrell





In the spring the New York Times published an article entitled "The Conscious Mind Is Still Baffling to Experts of All Stripes."  There is some pretty dense argument in the article, but let us summarize the basic questions raised and describe the bafflement of the "experts."








terribly "expert" to swallow such nonsense.


     Second, some experts assured that the question "will be answered soon enough by conventional science."  Indeed, the question of existence has been answered in the past by the "conventional scientists" of ancient India, China, Egypt, Greece, etc., etc.  They came up with some very funny answers.  The presumptuousness of modern science has many rivals in history.  "Conventional science" should address the problem of consciousness immediately after it solves the problem of perpetual motion.


     A third answer proposed at the conference was "forget it, we can never understand consciousness."  That reflects a more realistic grasp of human limitations; it even contains a hint of humility not often found in conferences of experts. 


     Dr. Colin McGinn, a philosopher from Rutgers University, noted that "for humans to grasp how subjective experience arises from matter is like slugs trying to do Freudian psychoanalysis--they just don't have the conceptual equipment." All human beings begin the search for meaning as agnostics.  There is much that I do not know;








My Big Fat Greek Wedding





      It may be that nobody at Mountain View watches fewer movies than I do.  So it is the height of irony that I should be writing an article based on a movie, but such is the case this morning.  Many of you have probably seen My Big Fat Greek Wedding, which was a hit back in 2002.  Surprisingly, I found some aspects of the movie that have relevance to our Christian lives.


      The basic plot of the movie is that Toula Portokalos a 30-year-old woman who still lives with her parents – meets a Chicago school teacher (Ian Miller).  In fairly short order, they start courting and become engaged.  The catch is that she comes from a large Greek family that frowns on outsiders. So what in the world does this have to do with our Christian lives?


     First, Ian knew that by marrying Toula he was going to “inherit” a large family. These people were eccentric and they didn’t always get along with each other, but that didn’t bother Ian because he loved Toula.  When you become a Christian, in a sense you “marry” Christ (Rom. 7:1-4).  In doing so you inherit a large family as well (1 Tim. 5:1-2).  This family has its own eccentricities and faults, but that should not discourage you.  You become a Christian because you love Christ, not the family.  


     Second, Ian felt like an outsider initially.  He had very little in common with the family, and he didn’t understand many of the things they said and did.  On the other hand, he did not withdraw into a shell and avoid the family.  When someone new to Mountain View becomes a Christian or wants to be a part of this family, we must not make them continue to feel like


an outsider. The apostle Paul was once in this situation.
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FAMILY MATTERS


_____________________________





Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you.


   


   If you are looking for a "church home" or seeking to learn more about the Lord and His purpose for your life you have come to the right place. It would be our privilege to assist you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. Please let us know how we can help.


_______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Continue to remember Sis. Chris Veteto;


Sis. Elaine Clem has ask for special prayer


on her behalf. 


Bro. Rick Hulsey in his battle with cancer. 


Sis. Joyce Green continues to have back pain.  Also Josh Green


Bro. Buddy Clark is struggling with 


bronchitis.


Bro. Jeff & Tandy Lacquement in their 


efforts to adopt a baby. There have been 


some set backs


The Hammonds and the new baby


Remember those who are traveling or away for the holiday	


_______________________________


Ladies Bible Class


First Monday in June


____________________________


The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For it's members / By it's members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Steve Huff


Song Leader---Ross Statham


Lord's Supper---Grant Hicks


   Asst. 1-----A. Petrochko	


   Asst. 2-----Jim Statham


   Asst. 3-----Drew Bowman


   Asst. 4-----Buddy Clark


   Asst. 5-----Ken Gay


2nd Prayer----Rex Veteto


Read Scripture---Rodee Bruns


Sermon-------Steve Tramell


Announcements----Cecil Douthitt


Closing Prayer-----Mark Bowman


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer----Ross Statham





Special Service 


Jeff Lacquement





Lord's Supper----Grant Hicks


Announcements----Cecil Douthitt


Closing Prayer-----Malcolm Smith


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Joey Jackson 


Invitation---Jason Gaston


Closing Prayer---Mark Bowman





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Joey Jackson  770-887-9497


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














